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By Dana Gee
staff reporter

For Vogville Recordings’ Jonathan 
Fluevog, Vogville’s Day & Night Fes-
tival is a natural extension of the 
multi-faceted music-based busi-
ness he is building.

Fluevog, who is the son of famed 
footwear designer John Fluevog, 
plans on Vogville becoming a one-
stop shop for musicians looking to 
record, market, promote and play 
their music.

“It’s about building a communi-
ty,” said Fluevog of his plan for an 
all-encompassing Vogville ban-
ner. “I want to do something cre-
ative with bands. I want them to 
be involved in their careers. I real-
ly don’t want to work with anoth-
er band that just wants something 
for nothing.”

At the heart of his business is his 
successful recording studio in Port 
Coquitlam. Voted 2010 recording 

studio of the year by the B.C. Country 
Music Association Vogville Record-
ings has hosted k-os, The Higgins 
and Matt Good to name a few.

Fluevog found his way into the 
recording studio and almost 20 years 
of engineering/producing gigs after 
his father noticed that when they 
were in church Jonathan was far 
more interested in the music than 

the sermons.
“My dad said ‘You’re not interest-

ed in the sermons, you might as well 
go hang out with the sound dudes,”’ 
laughed Fluevog as he sat behind the 
mixing board in the well-appointed 
Vogville studio.

Now years later Jonathan says he 
still follows his dad’s advice.

 “My brother and sister, we talk 

about the dad lectures, and you 
know they’re good lectures,” said 
Jonathan, who, not surprisingly, 
was sporting a nice pair of brown 
leather Fluevogs. “There are the 
lectures where he goes, ‘Figure out 
what you really want in your life and 
then everything else will stem from 
that.’”

That particular bit of advice is what 

lead the younger Fluevog to take the 
leap and pour $2 million bucks into a 
recording studio in Port Coquitlam.

“That’s what Vogville has been for 
me. A big defining moment,” said 
Fluevog. “What do I want it to be? 
Is it about me and the little things I 
am doing? No, I want it to be big and 
have an impact on people’s lives in a 
positive way.”

Fluevog has turned to social net-
working to help him build his follow-
ing — well followers — in this case 
close to 5,000 of them on Facebook.

“I can reach so many more peo-
ple,” said Fluevog. “It’s become a 
community not just a studio’s Face-
book page.”

He’s hoping that community turns 
out for the Saturday festival which 
gets underway at noon and is all-
ages until 7:30. On the all-ages bill 
are The Autumn Portrait, By Star-
light, City of Glass, Clockmakers, TV 
Heart Attack, Lakefield and Cosmik 
Debris. The evening roster is made 
up of The Light Machines, Run the 
Red Light, Young Pacific, The Mat-
inee and Los Furios.
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Fatherly advice builds a career
soundman:  Shoemaker’s son Jonathan Fluevog makes music and collects a following

Vogville’s Day & 
Night Festival
Where: Vancouver Alpen Club, 

4875 Victoria Dr.
When: Saturday at noon
Tickets: $10 at Zulu, Scratch, 

Neptoon, Red Cat

In concert

Jonathan Fluevog behind the big board at his music studio in Port Coquitlam.  JASON PAYNE — PNG

By Lena SIn
staff reporter

When you have no money for 
instruments or music classes, there’s 
only one thing to do: Improvise. 

And so it was with that simple 
premise that the Afro-pop group 
H’Sao got its start in the landlocked 
African nation of Chad.

“Chad is quite poor and there were 
no stores where you could purchase 
instruments,” says Chares Ledjeb-
gue, drummer and songwriter with 
H’Sao. “But because we really want-
ed to sing and make music, our voic-
es became our instruments.”

By sheer circumstance, H’Sao 
started off as an a cappella group 
singing soulful, gospel tunes tinged 
with R&B and pop influences. 
Now based in Montreal, the group 
has since become a success in the 
world music circuit, playing infec-
tious, upbeat gigs across the coun-
try and abroad. 

This weekend, H’Sao will perform 
at the Spirit of Africa Festival in Van-

couver, blending their trademark 
vocals and lush harmonies with 
energetic, pop grooves.

Kurai Blessing Mubaiwa, who will 
be opening for H’Sao, describes the 
group as “a very tight band, very 
energetic, very inspiring, something 
not to be missed.

“When I think of their set, it’s a rich 
a cappella groove with influences 
from Chad, but also lots of influenc-
es from the Caribbean, from Ameri-
ca and R&B music,” says the Vancou-
ver-based Mubaiwa.

H’Sao started off as a family affair 
with the Ritombaye brothers (Caleb, 
Mossbasss and Izral) and their sis-
ter, Taroum.

Their father, a church pastor, 
dubbed the group Hirondelle, after 
the birds that are always searching 
for higher ground. When Lejebgue 

and his brother, Service, joined the 
band in 1995, the group changed 
their name to H’Sao — H for the 
Hirondelle and Sao in honour of 
their Chadian ancestors.

After going on their first tour in 
2000, which included a stop in 
France, the group finally earned 

enough to purchase their first instru-
ments.

The following year, H’Sao was 
invited to perform at Jeux de la 
Francophonie in Ottawa. They fell 
in love with the country, applied 
for refugee status and never looked 
back.

Mubaiwa, who hails from Zimba-
bwe, understands why musicians 
from Africa would want to leave fam-
ily, friends — even fans and celeb-
rity — to start from scratch in a for-
eign country.

A lauded musician in his home-
land, Mubaiwa could never earn 
enough to live off his music.

In Vancouver, where the world 
music scene remains a small slice of 
the market, building a fan base can 
be tough. But Mubaiwa sees hope. 
The musician, known for his upbeat 
melodies and dynamic rhythms, 
says people are slowly becoming 
more aware, and appreciative, of 
African music. 
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Toe-tapping far too tame for this upbeat tribute to Africa
Spirit of Africa 
Festival
Where: WISE Hall, 1882 Adan-

ac St.
When: Saturday at 8 p.m.
Tickets: $15 show, $25 week-

end festival pass at vtixon-
line.com.

In concert

H’Sao left its native Chad for a life in Montreal after visiting Canada 
in 2001 and falling in love with the country. — SubmittEd PhOtO

.com@More
•   For more with Jonathan Fluevog 

and a look at his Vogville studio,  
check out the DGTV video at  
theprovince.com/e-today


